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Mercur 31 die Jan. 1792. 


Ordered, 


That the Thanks of this Houſe be given 
to the Reverend Dr. Mawson for the 
Sermon by him preached before this 
Houſe yeſterday at St. Margaret 8 Weſt- 
minſter; And that he be deſired to print 
the fame: And that Mr. Mo RE and 
Mr. THOMAS TowNSHEND do ac- 
quaint him therewith. 


N. Hardinge Cl Dun Cam 
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* Romans xiii. 1. 
Let every Soul be ſubjelt to the higher 
Powers, for there are no Powers but of 


Go p, the Powers that be are ordained 
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H E Notions of the Fews, with 
relation to Civil Government in 
the Apoſtles times, were ſuch as could 
not but give juſt grounds of Offence to 
Heathen Magiſtrates : They thought 
themſelves bound in Conſcience to pay 

_no Subjection to the Heathens ; and there- 
fore nothing leſs than the Execution of 
penal Laws, and the Power of the Sword, 
could terrify them into Obedience. 

The Heathens at firſt made no di- 
ſtinction between Fews and Chriſtians; 
and therefore St. PAUL, to vindicate 
Chriſtianity from the Reproach of being 
an Enemy to Government, endeavours 
1470 to 
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a to perſuade Chriſtians to be . 
to Magiſtrates, by A 


ts drawn, 
Hirſt, From the divine Authority and 
Appointment; Secondly, From the Rea- 
fons and Ends of Civil Government. 


: x 


Firfl, From irs divine Authority and Ap- 


pointment. For he is the Miniſter of 
God to thee for Good, lays St. PAUL; 
and Governors are ſent (ſays St. PETER) 
for the Puniſhment of evil Doers and the 


Praiſe of them that do well. 


The Words of the Text equally relate 
to all ſupreme Powers, whether lodged 
in the Hands of a fangle Perſon, of 
Many, or of Few: For the Governments 


of the World in the Apoſtles Times were 
different, as well as at this day; yet we 
no where find that they make any di- 
ſtinction between the Meaſures of Obe- 
dience due to ſupreme Powers, under 
any Form of Government whatſocver. 

That they relate not only to the ſu- 
preme Powers, but to all the inferior 
Parts of Government derived from the 

| Supreme, 
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Supreme, appears from the Nature and 


Reaſon of the thing itſelf, as well as the 
expreſs Words of Holy Scripture. For 
ſince the Affairs of a Kingdom being al- 
ways of great Extent and high Impor- 
tance, can never be diſcharged aright, 
without ſtanding eſtabliſhed Laws, to be 
as a common Rule and Meaſure of Men's 
Actions; and Laws are but a dead Let - 
ter without the appointment of fit Per- 
ſons, of upright and indifferent Judges, 
to put thoſe Laws in execution; to ex- 


plain and apply them to particular Caſes, 


and to enforce their Practice by puniſh- 


ing offenders; ſince the Buſineſs of Go- 
vernment. can never be diſpatched with- 
out the joint concurrence of ſeveral Powers 
called in to aſſiſt the Supreme; it fol- 
lows that theſe too muſt be obeyed, not 
barely out of a ſervile Fear of being pu- 
niſned by human Laws, but our of a 
Senſe of Duty, and a Principle of Con- 
ſcience, upon pain of being highly guilty 
before God. Submit yourſelves (ſays St. 
Peter) to every Ordinance of Man for the 
Lord's ſake; whether it be to the King as 
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reſies will ſo infatuate the People, as if 
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Supreme, or unto Governours as to thoſe that 
are. ſent iby V 
Having explained the Meaning of the 
Words of the Text, I ſhould hardly do 
juſtice to my Subject upon this Occaſion, 
were I not to obſerve, that ſtraining 
Obedience to the higher Powers beyond 
the Duty of the Text,' and beyond all 
the Rules of the New Teſtament, was 
one of the chief Cauſes which brought 
on the Tragedy of this Day; which 
brought a Sovereign Prince, ſincere and 
devout in his Religion, juſt in his Prin- 
ciples, and mild and modeſt in his 
Temper, to contend with his own re- 
bellious Subjects in the Field ;. and after 
a long and fad Captivity and infamous 
Trial, to fall by the Stroke of an Execu- 
tioner, as one of the vileſt Malefactors. 
It is ſurprizing to conſider how ſome 


Ages are diſpoſed to great Changes and 


Revolutions; ſome to one ſort, and 
ſome to others. In ſome Seaſons, a 
Spirit of Innovation, and Sects and He- 


the 
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the Air was infected and poiſoned with 
them : whilſt at others, they will neither 
ſpread nor take root, but die away in 
the hands of their Teachers, and the leaſt 
Alteration can hardly be made either in 
Church or State without ſhaking the 
Government. 16 7. 0 
Diſſentions and Civil Wars are the 
Scourges which Divine Providence ſome- 
times makes uſe of to puniſh a degene- 
rate People, and ſometimes they are the 
Effect of inferior Cauſes. 

To trace the Source, and lay open the 
Springs, which to human appearance ſeem 
to have given tife to the great Rebellion, 
it will be neceſſary to look back into 
former Reigns. 

The Proteſtants, which fled out of 
England from the Ctuelties of Queen 
Mary, returned back in the Reign of 
Queen Elizabeth, with a ſtrong Tincture 
of the Diſcipline of Geneva and Straſ- 


burg, and great Prejudice againſt the 
Ceremonies of the Church of England, 


as wanting ſtill a farther Reformation 
from Popery : That Princeſs. under great 
| | Diffi. 
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Difficulties, having a - pretended Title 
(ſapported by France and Spain) to ſtruggle 
with at Home, and all the Power and 
Policy of the Church of Rome Abroad ; 
by aſſiſting the Proteſtants in France, and 
protecting the Low Countries againſt the 
Crown of Spain, aſpiring at Univerſal 


Monarchy ; and, by a wiſe and prudent 


Adminiſtration, kept Things ſo ſafe and 
proſperous Abroad; and quiet and eaſy 
at Home, that neither the Ambition of 
the Great, or blind Zeal of the Vulgar, 
no Faction of either Papiſts or Puritans, 
could ger Strength enough to cauſe much 
Diſturbance in that Reign. | 
King James not following the ſteps 
of his great Predeceſſor, Things took a 
different Turn: The oppreſſed Proteſt- 
ants in France and Germany, being faintly 
ſupported from England, were reduced to 
oreat Extremities; the Power of Spain, 


ſtill aiming at Univerſal Monarchy, and 


formidable to Europe, inſtead of . 
oppoled, was too much careſſed an 
courted; partial Favours were heaped 


with a profuſe Hand, upon obſcure Men 
of 
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of low Merit; ſecret Negotiations were 
entered into with the Pope, and Pro- 
miſes made of relaxing che Laws againſt 
the Papiſts. 4 The Faction, (ſays a 
ee great * Stateſman) which in Queen 
% Elizabeth's Time began to appeat 
* and {well againſt the eftabliſhed Go- 
« vernment of the Church, increaſed 
% in Number and popular Vogue 
or Eſteem, all the Reign of King 
& Jamer; and ſeeming to look either 
* dangerouſly or unkindly upon the 


© Crown, gave occaſion to the Court 


* of endeavouring to introduce into the 
Church and State ſome Opinions the 
« molt contrary to thoſe of the Putitan 
« or Diſſenting Faction; as that of Di- 
« vine Right, and thereby more arbi- 
« trary Power in Kings, and that of 
« Paſhve Obedience in the Subject.“ 


Theſe Things towards the cloſe of that 
Reign alarmed the Parliament, and 
ſowed thoſe Seeds of Diſcontent, which 
in the next Reign ripened into a full 


Harveſt of Treaſon and Rebellion. 
* Sir William Temple, Pag. 263. Vol. I. Ed. fol. 


* 
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Too ſoften the Murmurs, quiet theſe 
Diſcontents, and reconcile all ill Hu- 
mours, in that and the next Reign, 
Places and Offices were diſtributed among 
the chief Heads and Leaders of the ad- 
verſe Party; Condeſcenſions of which kind 
ſeldom do any Service to Government. 
te Katherine, de Medicis (lays Maimbourg) 
ce by, ſeeming ſometimes to be on one 
| cc ſide, ſometimes on the other, accord: 
| cc ing as this or that Religion appeared 
| ce moſt conducive to her Deſigns, had 
| « this Misfortune, which commonly 
cc happens to thoſe who would manage 
| c between two contrary Factions, and 
s poize themſelves betwixt them, that 
© the was in a manner equally hated 
© both by the Catholicks and Pro- 
teſtants.“ 
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When. Men quit the plain Paths of 
Virtue and Honeſty, they ſoon run them- 
ſelves into Perplexities and Hazards, are 
bewildered in a Labyrinth of Errors, and 
puzzled thoroughly; inſomuch, that no- 


| 
| thing can be expected but a long Series 
| of 
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of one falſe Step upon another, 'till they 
get into the right Road again. So juſt is 
the Obſervation of King Solomon, The 
Wiſdom of the Prudent is to underſtand his 
Ways, but the Folly of Fools is Deceit, Prov. 
xiv. 8. The Breaches of a Kingdom 
therefore, are not to be healed by grati- 
fying a few unquiet Spirits, that can give 
Oppoſition; but by putting it out of their 
Power to do much Miſchief, by govern- 
ing well; by a general Care in the Ad- 
miniſtration of the publick Intereſt, of 
the Liberties of the People at Home, 
and their Safety Abroad. 

Never any Prince came to the Crown 
better qualified and diſpoſed to make his 
Subjects eaſy and happy, or with a more 
univerſal Joy in the People, than did 
King Charles the Firſt. The Bent and 
« Humour of the Nation (ſays my Lord 
« Clarendon) was little inclined to the Pa- 
ce piſt, ſtill leſs to the Putitan. x — The 
« Church was not repined at, nor were there 
ce many Perſons, of any conſiderable Rank or 


Lord Clarendon, Vol. I. Pag. 92. 8 Edit. 
CG. e Condition, 


a - HRS. 
oben 
ito ² . —— — rs 


— 


1 


— TROOP »— Dee —— ¶ — — — "5x 
. —ͤ——ů— — - — — 


— r ——— — 1 
— — — 
* N „ 66—— —— we ts — — 


. 4 


— 
— wt; 


* 


10 Sermon preached bejare 


te Condition, throughout the Kingdom, that 
« wwifped an Alteration of its Dottrine, oy 
e Diſcipline and Government.” when a 
few Innovations in Matters of Religion, 
proceeding from a miſguided Zeal for the 
Honour of God, rather than from any 
ill Deſign ; when preſſing Conformity in 
Worſhip, with more warmth than -was 
fit for the Seaſon, and the ill-timed Fa- 
vour and Countenance ſhewn to the Pa- 
piſts, threw all Things into Confuſion. 
The Fears of Popery, and Grievances 
in Religion, were not, indeed, the whole 
of the Quarre] between King Charles and 
his Subjects: Some unhappy Occaſions, 
and too juſt Grounds were given for 
Complaint, as to Civil Liberties; and 
therefore, another Cauſe, which contri- 
buted very much to the bringing on the 
Milery of thofe Times, -was, as I before 
obſerved, the advancing the Prerogative 
of the Crown, * and preſſing the Obedi- 
ence of Subjects beyond both the Precepts 
of the Goſpel, and the Standard of the 


Law. 


But 
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But if there was ſome Miſconduct, let 
us not impute it to the Memory of Him, 
who, if he had any Faults, they were 
chiefly what his great Modeſty and Good- 
neſs naturally betrayed him into; the not 
being confident enough of his own Judg- 
ment, and laying too much Streſs upon 
the Counſels of others, far leſs diſcerning 
than himſelf. The Blame lay in the mi- 
niſterial Parts of the Government, in not 
repreſenting to him the dangerous Con- 
ſequences of the Projects then on Foot 
from the Spirit of the Times: In thoſe, 
who adviſed the diſſolving Patliaments, 
and, to fupply the wants of the Crown, 
contrived new Ways of raiſing Money 
on the People, contrary to the Laws of 
the Land. 1 = 
And here, one can hardly forbear re- 
flecting and bewailing, how hard is the 
Condition of Sovereign Princes, conſi- 
dering the continnal Dangers to which 
they are expoſed, and the Cares, Toils 
and Hazards they ſuſtain for the Safety 
of their Subjects! If they have greater 
Opportunities of enjoying worldly Plea- 
G4 {ure 
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ſure than inferior Perſons, their * 
and Anxieties are greater, and Diſaſters 
ſit much heavier on their Minds than on 
common Men's. They cannot enjoy 
above the Capacity of a Man, and they 
have but their Share of the publick Hap- 
pineſs and Proſperity, which is as exten- 
five as their Government: Whereas when 
Misfortunes happen to the Publick, the 
Weight of them falls always heavieſt 
upon them. Though the Laws in all 
Nations provide in the beſt Manner they 
can for the Safety of their Perſons, yet 
are they not in perpetual Danger from the 
Attempts of Enthuſiaſts, and the Con- 
ſpiracies of wicked Men? Henry III. 
and IV. of France fell both by the Hands 
of Aſſaſſins, the one ſurrounded by a 
great Army, the other attended by his 
Guards, and in his capital City. The 
Emperor Charles V. the greateſt and 
molt ſucceſsful Prince, not only of his 
own Time, but of many foregoing Ages, 

was glad to ſeek for Shelter from all his 
Pomp and Greatneſs, by retiring to a 
Monaſtery. And when he reſigned all 


O * 
his 
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his Kingdoms, he declared, that his 
3 Succeſſes had been mixed with 
ſo much Adverſity, as to give him no 
ſolid Satisfaction. Should we ranſack 
the Hiſtories of all the moſt renowned 
Princes, the moſt envied and admired, 
I believe, after all our Search, we ſhould 
find great Reaſon to think, that though 
| pens. ee been many virtuous, there have 

been few happy Princes in the World. 
Let their Wiſdom and Abilities be 
never ſo great, they cannor conduct them- 
ſelves through all the intricate Windings 
of publick Buſineſs; they cannot do all 
the Buſineſs of the State in their own 
Perſons, but muſt make uſe of the Eyes 
and Ears of other Men : And how ſhall 
Princes be ſure to chuſe always fit Per- 
ſons for the Service of the Publick, (up- 
on which their Reputation and Honour, 
both at Home and Abroad, upon which 
their Subjects Happineſs and their own 
Safety ſo neceſſarily depend) when Men's | 
Tempers are ſo eaſily miſtaken, and their | 4 
Abilities too ? | | | 
| Whether there be any thing in great | 
Power and Proſperity, that is apt to cor- 
rupt 
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rupt Mens Tempers or Principles; or 
whether it be, that when Men Have ob- 
tained. theit Ends, they conceal no longer 
thoſe Faults, which, till then, they had 
diſſembled: * It is often ſeen; that Mens 
Conduct changes and grows worſe for 
their Condition; and ſuch who were 
eaſy and contented whilſt in a private 
Station, their Ambition has known no 
Bounds, when they have got into Offices 
and Employtnents.s 
Or could e ſuppoſe Princes to be able 
to chuſe always for publick Employ- 
ments, Men of the greateſt Virtue and 
Abilities, they will often find it difficult 
to keep them in their Service. For let 
Miniſters be never ſo faithful to their 
Prince and Country, frugal for the Pub- 
lick, and regardleſs of themſelves, they 
* Rex equidem bonus Ferdinandus, fi quibus arti- 
bus imperare cœperat iiſdem perpetuò uſus eſſet: ve- 
rum temporis progreſſu, five novis moribus admiſſis 
dominandi impotentiam frænare neſcius; ſive, ut ple- 
rique omnes exiſtimarunt, natura ad priſtinos mores, 
223 ante magno artificio celaverat, recurrente; dubiæ 
dei, tantæque crudelitatis fuit notatus, ut vel ejus 
familiares immanitatis potius quam crudelitatis nomine 
appellandum eſſe judicarent. (Guicc. Hiſt. Tal. I. 1. 


9 Omnium ante fe Principum ſolus Veſpaſianus mu- 
tatus eſt in melius. (Tac. Hiſt. I. f.) 


Can 
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can never find Offices enough for all ſuch 
as deſerye them; and conſequently diſ- 
contented Men will always endeavour to 
undermine their Credit and Intereſt, and 
Factions, as they get Strength, will either 
weary them out, or force them from the 
Helm. 

Were this, and a great deal more, that 
might juſtly be ſaid upon the ſame Sub- 
ject, to have its due Weight, it would 
then appear, that Princes are not ſo happy 
as the World is apt to think. We ſhould 
then ſee Reaſon to pity always their Mis- 
fortunes, and excuſe their ſlight Errors 
and Miſcarriages, rather than to ſeek vio- 
lent Remedies, or aſperſe and blacken 
their Conduct by falſe Colours and Re- 
preſentations. 

But to return. No ſooner was the 
King convinced that there had been 
ſome unwarrantable Impoſitions, but how 
eaſily might all Grievances, whether real 
or imaginary; have been redreſſed, and 
the unfortunate Breach made up, on the 
Part of the Crown? From whence it 
plainly appears, on whole Side the Juſtice 


of 
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of the Cauſe was, and to whom all the 
Deſolation and Bloodſhed that followed 
is to be aſcribed. * NIV tie 
But ſeveral Accidents concurring to 
give Strength and Credit to the Ring- 
leaders of the Rebellion, 5 they became 
5 deaf to all Terms of Agreement and Re- 
N | conciliation. The King's Lenity and 
Goodneſs, in the ſeveral Acts paſſed by 
i him, to confirm their Liberties, at the 


* In 1641, the King had pratified the Parliament 
in every thing that they defired. The Star-Chamber 
and High Commiſſion Courts were aboliſhed by Act 
of Parliament, Ship-Money had been declared illegal, 
and an Act was paſſed, that the Parliament ſhould not 
be adjourned, prorogued, or diſſolved without their 
own Conſent : The reputed Authors of all Grievances 
had been given up to the Juſtice of Parliament, and 
the Subject as ns ſecured from all future Oppreſſion, 
as could be deſired. | | 

Soon after the abovementioned Conceſſions were 
made, the Rebellion in {re/and broke out, the Sup- 
preſſion of which the King left to the Care of the Par- 
liament. Of this the Faction made great Advantage, 
erecting to themſelves an independent Power, raifing 
Money, and conferring Offices without the King. The 
Miſchiefs of which were afterwards felt by the Kin 
very ſenſibly. Some of the Managers took all Occafi- 
ons to infinuate, that this Rebellion was contrived and 
fomented by the King, or at leaſt by the Queen; 
which Calumny though without the leaſt Shadow or 
Colour of 'Truth, made great and laſting Impreſſions 
on the Minds of many ſober and confiderate Men, 


who, till then, abhorred all the violent Proceedings of 
the Parliament, . 


| Expence 
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Expence of his own Prerogative, ſerved 
only to increaſe their Boldneſs, who, as 
their Swords got Ground, began to en- 
large their Views, and meditate other 
Deſigns than were at firſt given out, aſ- 
piring to the Royal Power and Dignity. 
To accompliſh which perfidious De- 
ſign, ſcurrilous Libels and Pamphlets were 
diſperſed into all Parts of the Nation, de- 
faming the Perſon and Family and Go- 
vernment of the King, and all that were 
employ d under him in Church and State. 
Through the ſecret Judgment of God 
Almighty, by theſe unchriſtian and wick- 
ed Courſes, they ſucceeded ſo far at laſt, 
as to overturn the Conſtitution of Church 
and State, and bring on the blackeſt 
Tragedy that ever was acted in this King- 
dom. 

But when they had pulled down and 
deſtroyed the antient Conſtitution and 
Government, they found it extreamly 
difficult to agree, what Frame of Things 
to eſtabliſh in the Room of it. The de- 
luded People had been taught to believe, 
that all Government, by a ſingle Perſon, 


wealth 


was Tyranny; and therefore a Common- 


8 4 Sermon preached before 


wealch was voted for the State. The 

factious and divided Counſels of a po- 

pular Government ſoon made Way for a 
military Power, when the Nation found 

by ſad Experience, it had brought a much 

heavier Yoke upon itſelf, than that which 
with ſo much Violence it had ſhook off. 
| This was the deplorable Condition of 
| Things among us for twenty Years to- 
gether, till it pleaſed God to bring back 
the King to the Crown and Throne of 
his Anceſtors. 

Our Adverſaries of the Church of 
Rome, when we object to them their bar- 
barous Maſlacres, and depoſing and mur- 
dering Princes, retort upon us the Crime 
committed on this Day : To which we 
can anſwer, That had it not been for 
the Rebellion in Ireland, begun and car- 
ried on by the Papiſts, by a forged Com- 
miſſion in the King's Name, at the break- 
ing out of the Troubles in England, it may 
juſtly be queſtion d, whether we ſhould have 
been now lamenting the Sin of this Day. 

The Writers of the Church of Rome, 
make no Scruple to own, * that the Popiſh 


Orleans, Page 26. 


Powers 
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Powers abroad fomented the Rebellion, 
and we have great Reaſon to think, that 
the Papiſts were active in putting the 
King ro Death. And it is not, methinks, 
very modeſt in the Papiſts, to impute to 
Proteſtants in general, what was only the 
Act of a few deſperate Men, and which 
they themſelves encouraged and adviſed. 

The Act of Parliament which appoints 
this ſolemn Day of Faſting and Humili- 
ation, clears the Nation from the Reproach 
and Infamy of the King's Death, and 
rightly imputes it, o the Fanatick Rage of a 
feu Miſcreants ſupported by military Power. 

From what has been ſaid upon this 
Subject, it follows, Hrſt, That Princes 
ought ro be very tender of the Liberties 
of their Subjects, and careful to purſue 
always the great End, for which they are 
py 4 with Authority, the Welfare 

and Happineſs of the Publick. 
| Whoever looks back into the Hi- 
ſtory of England, from the Norman In- 
vaſion downwards, under King John, 
Henry III. Edward II. and Richard II. when 
Arbitrary Power was puſhed on with Vio- 
lence, will find that their Reigns were 
0s ſuch 
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ſuch continued Scenes of Civil War and 


Bloodſhed, as made the Crown at leaſt 
ſit uneaſy on their Heads, if it was not 
raviſhed from them. Whilſt on the 
other Hand, Henry I. Edward I. and III. 
Henry V. and Queen Ehzabeth, who made 
the Laws the Meaſure of their Power, 
and the publick Good the chief End of 
their Government; being ſtrong in the 
Aﬀections of their Subj ects, their Reigns 
have been full of N been bleſſed 
with Peace, or adorned with Triumphs 
and Victories. Trophies have been 
erected to their Memory, and their Fame 
will be eſtabliſhed to the remoteſt Ages. 
Secondly, As Princes ought to make it 
their fixed Principle to govern by Law; 
ſo Subjects on the other hand, if in 
jured — oppreſſed in their juſt Rights, 
ought to content themſelves with reaſon- 
able Terms of future Security, and not 
follow the Guidance of deſigning, am- 
bitious and intereſted Men, leſt they 
bring all the dreadful Calamities of an 
inteſtine War upon their Country. I 
ſay, as Governors ought to be very ten— 


der of the Liberties of their Subjects, ſo 


Subjects 
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Subjects ought to be very cautious how 
they engage in Factions againſt che Go- 
vernment, as thinking they can put a 
Stop to them whenever they pleaſe. For 
let the Beginnings of Diſcord be found- 
ed upon juſt Grounds of Diſſatisfaction 
and Complaint, and its firſt Steps be 
ſlow and leiſurely, yet we can never be 
ſure, that it ſhall end as innocently as it 
began. x In the Courſe of Things, 
freſh Incidents ariſe, which train on the 
Leaders from one Step to another; and 
either force them to comply with all the 
Heats and Indiſcretions of the Party which 
they intended to govern; or elſe to give 
Way to new Directors, more able, or 
more willing to carry on the Work in 
Hand, and to ſuffer themſelves to be- 
come negleded Members, who at firſt 
were the Ringleaders of the Faction. C 


* In Rep. ita verſatus eſt, ut ſemper optimarum 
partium et eſſet, et exiſtimaretur; neque tamen ſe 
civilibus fluctibus committeret, quod non magis eos 
in ſui poteſtate exiſtimabat eſſe, qui le ijs dediſſent, 

. qui maritimis jactarentur. (Corn. Nep. in vita 
tt. 

J Bellorum enim civilium hi ſemper exitus ſunt, ut 
non ſolum ea fiant quæ Victor velit, ſed etiam ut ijs 
mos gerendus fit, quibus adjutoribus fit parta Victoria. 
Tull. ad Cornit. Ep. 18. l. 12. 


Many 
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Many who bore the greateſt Reverence 
to the Government of Church and State, 
and abhorred all che . Conſequences of 
the Rebellion, at farſt joined wich and 
governed the Sectaries, for ſuppreſling 
the Growth of Popery, and keeping the 
Prerogative within due Bounds ; till the 
black Deſigns againſt the King's Perſon 
and Government began to appear, too 
late either for Prevention or Redrels. 
When the long Parliament had aboliſhed 
the Liturgy, voted down the Houle of 
Lords as uſeleſs, and all Kingly Govern- 
ment as dangerous to the Liberty of the 
People; many of them were impriſoned, 
and they were forced to ſubmit to a Diſ- 
ſolution, and give way to the Independ- 
. ants; under whom fo many ſenſeleſs He- 
reſies, and wild Sects (ſprang up, that 
they were forced to overturn their own 
Foundations; and, againſt their own pro- 
feſſed Principles, to check the Growth of 
them by ſevere Laws and Penalties. 

The ſmalleſt Incidents, and Things 
indifferent in their own Nature, ſuch as 
Names given or taken by Chance, the 
Blue and the Green, in the Exerciſes of 


the 
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the Circus, when the Diſpoſition of the 
Times has been fitted to receive them, 
and they have been improved by Induſtry, 
have raiſed ſuch Tumults and Inſurrecti- 
ons, as have thrown States into Confu- 
fion. A Faction of this Kind at Conſtan- 
tinople, in the Races of the Circus, in 
Juſtinians Reign, was in a few Days car- 
ried to ſuch a Height, that thirty thouſand 
Lives were loſt, many private Houſes 
and publick Buildings were deſtroyed, 
and the whole City had been laid in 
Aſhes, if it had not pleaſed God to cut 
oft fuddenly the Chief of the Rebels ; 
when Things grew immediately quier. 

So juſtly and elegantly does the Royal 


Pſalmiſt compare the Madneſs of the 


People to the raging of the Sea, and the 
Noiſe of the Waves moved without any 


viſible Cauſe, and without any manifeſt 
Cauſe checked and allayed, as the Breath 


of Faction blows, and as directed by their 
Leaders. * 


* Ex quo intclligi poteſt, id quod ſæpè dictum eſt, 
ut mare, quod ſua natura tranquillum eſt, ventorum 
vi agitari atque turbari; fic et Populum Romanum 
ſua ſponte eſſe pacatum, hominum Seditioſorum voci- 


bus ut violentiſſimis tempeſtatibus agitari. Cic. per 
Cluent. 


As 
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As Factions and Diviſions are of dan- 
gerous Conſequence ro Government, 
they rage with the greateſt Violence and 
are always moſt ungovernable, when Re- 
ligion comes to be concerned in them. 
The Ring leaders of Sedition know this 
full well; and therefore, when they would 
embroil a Kingdom, they commonly 
make uſe of this terrible Machine, and 
put on a mighty Concern for Religion. 
The diſcontented Princes of the Blood 
in France, who had been excluded from 
the Regency under Francis Il. were for 
ſome time at a loſs, what Turn to give 
to their taking up Arms againſt the Go- 


vernment ; 'till, by the Advice of the Ad- 


miral Gaſpar Coligny, having ſet themſelves 
at the Head of the Proteſtants, then 
(lays Dawila, lib. 2. pag. 46) the Diſ- 
cords of great Men were confounded with 
the Diſſentions in Religion: Both Parties, 
the one by a Holy League and Covenant, 


for the Preſervation of the King's Perſon 


and Government, the other under the 
Pretence of Liberty of Conſcience and 
Toleration, purſuing their private Inte- 
reſts and Paſſions under publick Pretences, 

under 
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under the Mask of Religion. Thus the 
Providence of God, when Men act pure- 
ly ro gratify their Revenge, or compaſs 
their ambitious Deſigns, ſometimes ſo 
over-rules the Event, as to make it ſub- 
ſervient to Religion. 

_ © The Hiſtories of all Countries, and 
of this Nation in particular, are a me- 
lancholy Proof of what I fay: What 
horrid Deſigns have been carried on un- 
der the Mask of Religion! In the be- 
ginning of the Troubles nothing was 
talked of but purer Ordinances, a true 
Goſpel Worſhip and thoroygh Reforma- 
tion; till the Heads of the Party, by theſe 
ſubtle Artifices, having made themſelves 
roo ſtrong for all Oppoſition, they then 
began to appear in their proper Colours, 
and lay open their wicked Deſigns. And 
though theſe and the like Artifices are as 
old and common as Sedition and Re- 
bellion, and wiſe Men will eaſily ſee 
through all ſuch Miſrepreſentations ; yet 
ſo credulous are the Common People, 
that, when deſigning Men cry up State- 
Factions for the Cauſe of Religion, they 
are impoſed upon by them, and tis 4 

EE : 
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feared will be ſo to the End of the World. 
They give more Credit ro Words than 
to Actions, and judge not of Good 
and Evil by the Things themſelves, but 
the Notions infuſed into them by their 
Leaders. | 

The Inference that I would make 
from what has been ſaid is, How dan- 
gerous and wicked a Thing it is to in- 
| the People's Minds with vain ima- 
ginary Fears of ill Deſigns againſt their 
Religion; and to intreat all ſuch as wiſh 
well either to Themſelves or their Country, 
to take great care how they ſuffer them- 

ſelves to be deluded by ſuch Pretences. 
Laſtly, To expreſs our Abhorrence of 
the Fact committed on this Day, let us 
pay all faithful and due Obedience to His 
Majeſty chat now is, and carefully avoid 
all thoſe diſloyal Practices, which led on 
to the laſt great Rebellion, and tend to 
bring on us all the like Calamities again. 
Theſe are the beſt Proofs, by which the 
World can judge our Faſting and Hu- 
milities on this ſolemn Day to be ſincere ; 
for if we {ſincerely abhor all the fatal 
Conſequences of the laſt Rebellion, we 
ought to abhor Rebellion, and guard 
againſt 
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againſt ſeditious Murmurings and Diſ- 
contents, (and other unchriſtian Courſes, 1 
which are the firſt Approaches and Ten- 
dencies to it) at all Times; more eſpe- 3 
cially under the Reigns of mild aft... 2 
good Princes, who make the Laws the 3 
ſtrict Rule and Meaſure of their Actions, 
and whoſe Endeavours and Deſignments 
all center in the Eaſe and Happineſs of 
their Subjects. Ane i I 
The great Rebellion began with Fears _ 
and Jealouſies of ill Deſigns againſt the | 
Eſtabliſhed” Government of Church and | 
Stare, which at firſt were whiſpered about | 
in private, but ſoon turned into ſe- 
ditions Murmurs, fierce Clamours, and 
bitter inveCtives againſt the Government. 
Scurrilous Libels were diſperſed into all 
Parts of the Kingdom, to poiſon the 
Affections of the People, to inflame 
their Paſſions, and work them up, firſt 
into Riots and Tumults, and then into 
Rebellion. There are indeed now in 
being none of the Actors in thoſe ſad 
Scenes; the Men and their Deſigns have 
periſhed; and therefore I ſhould not have 
been thus large in recounting the Steps 
E to 
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to the great Rebellion, and the Miſeries 
of thoſe Times, but that many excellent 
Rules may be drawn from them for 
the Conduct both of Prince and People; 
and that, within a few Years paſt, we 
have ſeen many of the ſame fierce Me- 
thods of Sedition revived and practiced 
without the leaſt colour of Reaſon and 
Juſtice, to involve us in all the like 
Miſeries again. It might have been 
hoped, after the dreadful Calamities of 
the laſt great Rebellion had been ſo 
ſolemnly . for ſo many Years 
together, upon the annual Returns of this 
Day, that never any of us would have 
ventured to tread over again the ſame 
weariſome Steps, which ended ſo tragi- 
cally in the laſt Age. Theſe Things 
have happened for our Inſtruction, and 
ought to have ſerved like Lights upon 
a Coaſt, to point out to us thoſe Rocks, 
which proved ſo fatal to our Anceſtors. 
But we live without any regard to the 
Experience of paſt Times, as if the laſt 
Age was tlie firſt. The World is only 
a great Theatre, where the ſame Parts 
are repeated and acted over again. 


1 
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I have faid without the leaſt Colour 
Reaſon and Fuſtice, as being well aſſured, 
that, ſince the preſent Royal Family has 
ſate upon the Throne, no Man's juſt 
Rights have been invaded; never a 
one Law violated; or ſo much as ſuſ- 
pended, but by the joint Concurrence 
of all the ſeveral Parts of the Legiſlature ; 
which the rebellious Practices of ſome, 
and mutinous Spirit of others, had made 
neceſlary for the Safety of the Kingdom. 


To conclude ; Let us bleſs and praiſe Al- 
mighty God for that Chain of happy Pro- 
vidences, which took off the ſevere Judg- 
ments lying heavy upon us till the Reſto- 
ration, and preſerved us from thoſe terrible 
and imminent Dangers which threatened 
us at the Revolution; which brought the 
King to the Throne in ſo quiet and 
peaceable /a manner, and has eſtabliſhed 
the Government of his preſent Majeſty 
ſo firmly among us, by blaſting all the 
Deſigns of his Enemies againſt it both 
at Home and Abroad. And, as we 
have any Regard to that excellent Con- 
ſtitution of Church and State, under 
which 


vrhich this Kingdom has happily flou- 
riſhed for ſo many Years;. ſince we know, 
by dear bought Experience, that it can 
never be ſafe in the Hands of any Popiſh 
Prince; let us beſeech God, that he would 
protect the King's Perſon, direct his 
Counſels, and proſper all his Endeavours 
for the publick Good: That he would 
grant him a long and proſperous Reign 
over us, and that there may never de 
wanting, of his Poſterity, One fit zo go 
out and go in before this People that is b 
Great; that the Crown may deſcend to 
his Royal Offspring, to his Son, and his 


Sons Son for ever. 
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